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TOP STORY

Ath-literati
Rock in the House–
Trying the Olympic
Sport of Curling

Curling is much harder than it looks.
Maybe you’ve seen the sport while watching the Winter Olympics, or on that commercial where this befuddled guy’s watching
various Olympic sports and wondering what
the heck curling is and some overly helpful
and chipper curler pops up with a 42 pound
curling stone and explains it. As an Olympic
fan, I was intrigued. I looked up curling on the
Internet and found that it is called “chess on
ice.” I like chess. I can do chess. I thought to
myself, finally there may be a winter sport I can
try without falling on my face. Of course, the

site did warn that the sport was really “more
like shuffleboard or bocce.” With that caution
lightly dismissed—old guys play those games,
right?—I headed off to the National Curling
Center to try my hand.
Yes, there is such a place and it’s right in
your own backyard—just south of Laurel, on
Old Gunpowder. It’s where a motivated,
friendly group of individuals known as the
Potomac Curling Club meet to play, offer lessons, and greet the public. I was in luck,
because the club was having its open house
that weekend (February 22 and 23) and I could
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learn the basics of curling for free. They even
had food!
The site said to wear warm clothing in
which I could move, suggesting sweatshirts.
Well, I made the mistake of wearing the snazziest sweatshirt I had, one I’d bought in Quebec. It had the Canadian colors on it and the
word Canada. Everyone I spoke with thought
I was a Canadian. Which wouldn’t be bad,
except that Canadians rule the world of curling, so everyone seemed to have high expectations of me. “Look, a Canadian!” one woman

Continued on page 6
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Literary March/April
A Potpourri of Literary Events

(Available online at www.litecircle.com/calendar.html)
Consecutive Reading Series
Saturday, March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
8:00 p.m. Saturday Night Poetry Series, Mariposa
Center for Creative Expression, 5000 Berwyn Rd.,
College Park, MD. Typically 3 featured readers
followed by open mike. Complimentary refreshments included in $5 cover charge. For more info,
call
(301)
513-9422
or
email
MariposaPoet@aol.com. (See Lyte Bytes for program listing.)
Sunday, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
7:00-10:30 p.m. The MYTH poetry slam,
TEAISM, 400 8th St. NW (corner of 8th and D Sts),
Washington, DC. Cover $5. For program/info, call
(202) 638-6010 or email GalAengus@aol.com.
Monday, March 4, 11, 18, 25/April 7, 15, 22
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7:30 p.m. SLAMicide! downstairs at XandO,
3003 N. Charles St., Charles Village. Donation $5.
Open mic—local and national features—slam. Cash
prize for 1st and 2nd place SLAM winners! Hosts:
Baltimore Slammaster Nicki Miller and Granma
Dave Schein. For directions, call (410) 889-7076.
For more info, contact Nicki at: GalAengus
@aol.com, or Dave at: granmadave@yahoo.com.
Featured readers:March 4: Christina Wos’ Donnelly
& Parris Garnier/Buffalo and DC; March 11: Toni
Asante Lightfoot, Omoizele ‘Oz’ Okoawo, Ieoka
Ivie Okoawo: Blackout Artists Collective/Boston;
March 18: OLU WOODS/Baltimore; March 25:
Tha Boogieman/Cleveland via NYC ’97 National
Indie Champ; April 7: Luke Warmwater/Oklahoma
April 15: Ray Campbell in his farewell appearance
before a move to Key West! April 22: Rich
Boucher/Delaware.

P.O. Box 26162
Baltimore, Maryland 21210

8:30 p.m. Tell the World, open mic poetry and
spoken word reading at the One World Cafe, 904
S. Charles St., Federal Hill. Hosted by Tom Swiss.
For more info, call (410) 455-5325 or email
tms@infamous.net.
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7:30 p.m. Student Writers Alliance. Barnes &
Noble-Ellicott City.
8:00 p.m. Poet Rosanna Warren, author of 3 books
of poems and professor of comparative literature
at Boston University reads her work at the Goucher
College Alumnae/i House on the Goucher Campus
1021 Dulaney Valley Rd., Towson. For more info,
call (410) 337-6333
Tuesday, March 5
1:00 p.m. Harford Poetry Society Event. Part 4 of
the audio “Poetry Speaks: Famous Poets Reading
Their Poems.” Rockfield Manor.

Sloss (Anne Arundel C.C.) read. $3 donation.
Tuesday, March 12
1:00 p.m. Harford Poetry Society Event. Carol
Bindel discusses poetry translation issues based on
Le Ton beau de Marot: In Praise of the Music of
Language by Douglas R. Hofstadter. Rockfield
Manor.
6:30-8:00 p.m. The International Fiction Group
discusses Nightlines by Neil Jordan. Pratt Library,
Central Branch. For more info, call Rachel Kubie at
(410) 396-5487.
Wednesday, March 13
6:30 p.m. Kathleen Waters Sander lectures on
“From Ladies to Working Women: Baltimore
Women’s History as seen through the Woman’s
Industrial Exchange.” Pratt Library, Central Branch,
Poe Room.
Thursday, March 14

7:00 p.m. The Greater Homewood Book Group
will meet to discuss The Language of Good-bye.
Author Maribeth Fischer will present and facilitate
the discussion. For more info, call (410) 254-4751.
Wednesday, March 6
7:00 p.m. Middle School Book Club & separately
the Parents of Middle School Children. Barnes &
Noble-Ellicott City.
Thursday, March 7

Call for Time. Allegra Bennett in When a Woman
Takes an Ax to a Wall tells the stories of 15 women
for whom houses played a pivotal role in their
personal evolution and self-discovery. Pratt Library, Walbrook Branch, 3203 West North Ave.
For more info, call (410) 396-0935.
Saturday, March 16

Saturday, March 9

10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Book festival at Howard
Community College at the Galleria, Little Patuxent
Parkway in Columbia. From 11:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. keynote speakers Michael Collier, Kendra
Kopelke and Daniel Mark Epstein will read from
and discuss their work. Other poetry readings will
be held. For more info, call (410) 772-4030.

1:00 p.m. Roger Ebert discusses his book The
Great Movies. Pratt Library, Central Branch,
Wheeler Auditorium.

1:00 p.m. Harford Poetry Society Meeting at the
Harford County Library in Bel Air. For more info,
call (410) 877-1625.

7:00-9:00 p.m. Poets’ Ink, a publication of The
Maryland State Poetry & Literary Society, will
hold a workshop at the Cockeysville Branch of the
Baltimore County Library, 9833 Greenside Dr.

Sunday, March 10
9:00 p.m. Open reading at Funk’s Democratic
Coffee Spot, 1818 Eastern Ave., Fells Point. For
more info, call (410) 276-FUNK.

2:00 p.m. Film Series: John Steinbeck. Grapes of
Wrath, the 1940 20th Century Fox classic. Pratt
Library, Central Branch, Wheeler Auditorium.

Literary March

9:00 p.m. Shattered Wig Night at the 14 Karat
Cabaret, 218 W. Saratoga St. Readings by Mok
Hossfeld, Mitchell Feldstein and Blaster Al; and
music by the Translucents, and Walker & Jay. For
more info, call (410) 243-6888.
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author of Inventing Irish America, presents an
intriguing study of how the Irish immigrant population of his hometown, Worcester, Mass., has
defied acculturation until recently. Barnes & NobleEllicott City.

Saturday, March 2
12:00 noon-2:00 p.m. The Poetry Discussion
Group discusses the poetry of May Swenson.
Pratt Library, Central Branch. For more info, call
Rachel Kubie at (410) 396-5487.
2:00 p.m. SLAM! Celebrating the Poetry of
Langston Hughes. For ages 6 to 12. Pratt Library,
Central Branch, Meyerhoff Children’s Garden.
Sunday, March 3
2:00 p.m. Film Series: John Steinbeck—John
Steinbeck: An American Writer, an A&E biographical portrait. Pratt Library, Central Branch, Wheeler
Auditorium.
5:00 p.m. Irish book group. Timothy Meagher,

2:00 p.m. Wine Glass Poets. Barnes & NobleEllicott City.
4:00-6:00 p.m. WordHouse at Minas. Faculty
Poets: Gary Blankenburg (Catonsville H.S.),
Kathleen Hellen (Coppin State Univ.), and Henry

2:00 p.m.Editor of Diet Simple, Katherine Tallmadge
gives dieting tips. Barnes & Noble-Ellicott City.

2:30 p.m. Towson University’s Maravene
Loeschke discusses her book Lives in Art: Sixteen
Women Who Changed Theatre in Baltimore. Pratt
Library, Central Branch, Wheeler Auditorium.

Sunday, March 17

The Big Literary “Spot” Lites
Borders-Columbia, 6151 Columbia Crossing Circle. Phone: (410) 2900062.
Borders-Towson, 415 York Rd. Phone: (410) 296-0791.
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Central Branch, 400 Cathedral St., Baltimore.
Phone: (410) 396-5494/396-5847.
Harford Poetry Society Events at Rockfield Manor, 501 Churchville Rd. (Rte
22), Bel Air, MD. Phone: (410) 877-1625.
Mystery Loves Company Booksellers, 1730 Fleet St., Fells Point. Phone:
(410) 276-6708 or (800) 538-0042.
WordHouse Salon at Minas, 733-35 S. Ann St., Fells Point. Phone: (410)
732-4258.
XandO, 3003 North Charles St., Charles Village. Phone: (410) 889-7076.

2:00 p.m.Film Series: John Steinbeck. Of Mice and
Men, Hal Roach studios, 1931. Pratt Library,
Central Branch, Wheeler Auditorium.

on Ben Bova’s Colony. Barnes & Noble-Ellicott
City.

Tuesday, March 26
2:00 p.m. Nika Nailah reads from & discusses her
book Free: Stories. Pratt Library, Central Branch,
Poe Room.

4:00 p.m. Philosophy Book Group. Barnes &
Noble-Ellicott City.

1:00 p.m. Harford Poetry Society Event. Program
TBA. Rockfield Manor.

7:00-9:00 p.m. Open mic poetry at Barnes &
Noble-Inner Harbor, 601 E Pratt St, 2nd floor.
Hosted by POZATIV CHAINGE.

Wednesday, March 27
Tuesday, March 19

1:00 p.m. Harford Poetry Society Event. Part 5 of
the audiotape “Poetry Speaks: Famous Poets
Reading Their Poems.” Rockfield Manor.

Wednesday, March 20

6:30 p.m. General Clara Adams-Ender discusses
her memoir My Rise to the Stars: How a
Sharecropper’s Daughter Became an Army General. Pratt Library, Central Branch, Wheeler Auditorium.

7:45 p.m. Goucher College, Heubeck Multi-Purpose Room, 1021 Dulaney Valley Rd., Towson.
“Women Writing About Women Symposium.” A
reading by writer-in-residence Michelle Cliff, open
to the public, caps the symposium which featured
a writing competition and a workshop for high
school and college students. For more info, call
(410) 337-6333.

Thursday, March 28

7:00 p.m. A Novel Idea. A discussion of Elizabeth
Peters’ Curse of the Pharaohs, an intriguing murder
mystery.

Thursday, March 21
Friday, March 29
Call for Time. American History Book Group
discusses Doris Kearns Goodwin’s political biography Lyndon Johnson. Barnes & Noble-Ellicott
City.

Call for Time. Open mic poetry. Barnes & NobleEllicott City.

Saturday, March 23

Saturday, March 30

2:00 p.m. “Ella Shields: The Woman Behind the
Mask,” featuring Baltimore actress Harriet Lynn,
a one-woman show including authentic songs &
dance based on the life of Ella Shields, an American
who became a legend in British Music Hall as a male
impersonator. Pratt Library, Central Branch,
Wheeler Auditorium.

2:00 p.m. “My Grandmother Told Me: A Tribute
to African American Women in Story and Song”
featuring Debra Mims. (For ages 8 & older.) Pratt
Library, Central branch, Meyerhoff Children’s
Garden.

2:00 p.m. Author James Lilley discusses his novel
A Question of Honor, a suspenseful tale of a police
detective betrayed by the justice system he’s
sworn to uphold. Barnes & Noble-Ellicott City.

Sunday, March, 24

2:00 p.m.Film Series: John Steinbeck. Viva Zapata,
20th Century Fox, 1952.
4:00-6:00 p.m. John Terlazzo and Mare Cromwell
will be reciting poetry at Minas. Open mic follows.

Monday, March 25

6:30 p.m. Rita Coburn Whack reads from her novel
Meant To Be. Pratt Library, Central Branch, Poe
Room.

7:30 p.m. Literary Readings: Herman Melville’s
Moby Dick. A discussion. Barnes & Noble-Ellicott
City.

EDITORIAL

Hi, I’ve Got Great News!
7:00 p.m. Writer’s Circle. Aspiring writers share
their work & help critique others. Barnes & NobleEllicott City.

Monday, March 18
7:00 p.m. Barnes & Noble Towson. BWA writer
Jane Frutchey presents “Editing Your Nonfiction
Manuscript for Publication.”

ONE OR MORE WORDS
FROM OUR EDITOR
“I’m calling with Great News! Your
At-Home cable service has switched to
Comcast. All you need to do to activate
your new service is…” At that point I
usually hang up. And the words aren’t
exactly verbatim—probably not prolix
enough—but the phrase “Great News”
stands out in my mind. What is this Great
News? That the cable company, which
holds a monopoly whether it technically
qualifies as one or not, is forcing you to
make one of two choices: either switch to
a new system or end your cable service.
And Comcast itself was forced to do this
because its partner Excite has to all intents and purposes gone belly up. And the
new service is slower with way more
interruptions and hassles than the old
one. So how is being forced to accept
substandard service in any way Great
News? Someone dies and is resurrected,
now that’s Great News. If that happens,
Comcast can call me and say they’ve got
Great News.
The Great News mentality is not limited to Comcast. Oh, no. The Great News
is meant to make us happy with things
beyond our control. It’s meant to convince us that substandard service is in
reality Great Service. Just like fast food:
Great Food, Great Prices. Except that
when you stop to think about it, a night
out at Mickey D’s means paying $25 to
treat a family of four to a meal of fries,
soda, and burgers composed of Grade C
meat (Grade D is dog food, by the way).
Imagine how much dog food (sorry,

Grade C meat) $25 could buy at the
grocery store. So it’s hardly “Great
Food” at a “Great Price.”
What about higher education? Few
“Great Prices” there, but what about the
quality? In nearly every case (with a few
exceptions) colleges and universities are
moving toward reducing the number of
full-time faculty members and replacing
them with part-timers. A part-time faculty member either teaches one or two
courses in addition to a full-time job or
else has to cobble a living together by
teaching five courses at various colleges
(working harder, by the way, than most
full-timers). In neither case does the
typical part-time faculty member have
the time to give much individual attention to undergraduate students nor to
grade lengthy essay and short answer
exams. The result? Multiple-choice tests
that make it easy for students to get good
grades without knowing much at all.
Even schools like Hopkins are moving in
this direction. In fact, I witnessed a
presentation there by the new President
a few years ago, and it was all about the
bottom line. So what if the students
graduate without much in the way of
knowledge? They have a Quality Education. They have Great News.

David W. Kriebel,
Editor

I Hear America Singing

Literary April

Tuesday, April 2

1:00 p.m. Harford Poetry Society Event. Members
of the Harford Poetry Society read Spring Poems.
Rockfield Manor.

6:30 p.m. “A Poetic Colloquy: Harlem and Langston
Hughes. Enjoy reading & discussing the poetry of
Langston Hughes in small interactive group discussions led by professors from the Morgan State
University English and Language Arts Dept. Pratt
Library, Central Branch, Poe Room. Free but call
(410) 396-5494 to register.

Thursday, April 4

6:30 p.m. “I Dream a World...,” Words, Drum &
Song, featuring Word Beat (Tom Teasley and
Charles Williams). Pratt Library, Central Branch,
Wheeler Auditorium. Langston Hughes’ words set
the tone for Word Beat’s beautiful introduction to
the art of poetry.

To New York with Love
Unable to put into words what I feel
I send you my blood,
That lifeline of brothers past,
Whose bones long sunken into Earth’s bowels,
From Lexington’s battle to Gettysburg’s grounds,
Who sacrificed in full measure.
This blood, this plasma I give
With the prayerful fervency of our forefathers
Whose offerings must not crumble vainly,
Whose voices must not be forgotten
Whose blood still cries
Let our freedom ring.
Jannine M. Warren

Saturday, April 6
7:30 p.m. Science Fiction. Discussion will center

Cont. on page 5

See page 7 for details.
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The Lite Circle, Inc. is a non-profit literary organization based in
Baltimore. We rely on individual contributions to continue our literary activities, including Lite Circle Books (a small-press publishing
house), our various poetry reading series, and the publication you are
reading right now. If you care about the literary arts in Central
Maryland, join us. All you have to do is fill out the form below and send
it to The Lite Circle, Inc., P.O. Box 26162, Baltimore, MD 21210.
Check your level of support:
❏ Regular ($13) - subscription to Lite: Baltimore’s Literary Newspaper,
free or reduced admission to Lite readings, and a 10% discount on all Lite
Circle Books and back issues.

❏ Student ($10) - same as Regular. Must be at least a half-time student.
❏ Supporting Member ($25) - same as Regular, but with a 25% discount on
all Lite Circle products and a listing in each issue of Lite.
❏ Patron ($100) - same as Supporting Member, plus 3 free books of your
choice and a 10% discount off any advertisement placed in Lite.
Date______________________
Name_________________________________________
Address_____________________________Apt./P.O. Box______
City______________________State______Zip Code___________
Phone (optional)____________Email (optional)________________

Your donation is fully tax-deductible.

Lite Circle Books
proudly presents

Lower Than the Angels
An exciting new anthology of science
fact, science fiction, & fantasy
edited by Vonnie Winslow Crist
& David Kriebel
Includes work by Jack Chalker, A.C. Crispin, Lawrence Watt-Evans, Neil
Gaiman, Bud Sparhawk, Robert Wayne McCoy, John Flynn, Darrell
Schweitzer, Don Sakers, Bruce Boston, Steve Sneyd, W. H. Stevens, Marta
Knobloch, Rosemary Klein, Dan Cuddy, Patti Kinlock, Elisabeth Stevens,
Stacy Tuthill, Donna Eason, Sam Beard, Judy Chernak, and many others.

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW!
$14.95 (check or money order payable to the Lite Circle–plus $2.00 shipping)
LTTA c/o Lite Circle Books, P.O. Box 26162, Baltimore, MD 21210.
Info: www.litecircle.com/books.html
Online ordering coming soon.

Through A Glass Darkly
New Mystery/Gothic Horror/Dark Fantasy anthology is open for submissions--deadline EXTENDED TO April 30, 2002 (or when full).
Needed: theme appropriate: stories (under 2,500
words), poems (under 50 lines), and essays (under 2,000 words). Check with editors for other
non-fiction. Editors: Vonnie Winslow Crist, David
Kriebel, P.E. Kinlock. Assistant Editor: W.H.
Stevens. Anthology will be issued in a 6“ x 9”
trade edition of about 190 perfect-bound pages
and will debut in Spring 2002. First time rights
preferred. Pay: in copies at this time. To submit, please send your work along
with a reading fee of $3 per poem and $5 per prose piece to: Through A Glass
Darkly, c/o Lite Circle Books, P.O. Box 26162, Baltimore, MD 21210. All reading
fees will be waived with an advance order of 2 books at our low advance price of
$9.95 each (total: $19.90)—final price after publication will be higher. Please,
original work only (no copyrighted characters, e.g. Star Trek, Dark Shadows, etc.)
4
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No longer guilty of Conduct Unbecoming
a Great Critic (except that I’m late submitting
this column to Patti)–I actually covered some
literary events in the last two months. And
that was a real stretch, adoring readers, because I found out that I’m pregnant halfway
through the period in question. This may
explain why I developed a fixation on bathroom availability at the venues I visited.
As a preface to what follows, it was about
this time last year that I decided I wanted to
become a Great Critic. I started out by going to
open mic events at box book stores in Howard
County and seeing if anyone wanted my opinion. Sometimes people did. Sometimes people
didn’t but they talked to me anyway. January
12 of this year found me atMariposa , a creative
arts center in College Park, listening to two of
my first acquaintances on the box book store
scene read from their newly published works.
Hilbert Turner (talked to me anyway) was
hosting. Loooooved the Mariposa director,
Maritza Rivera, and loooved Mariposa—I
was impressed to see the number of nonstudent people crowding into a venue that
was convenient to pretty much nothing except for University of Maryland. The other
featured performers were John Patrick
Avecedo(maybe did), and a guy named Jordan
Cohenwho sang and played guitar. Hilbert is
a fine reader and a very affable host. Patrick
had some good images on offer (more on this
later). Jordan Cohen was very edgy and cool.
Several open mike readers (including Alex
Colvin, Alex Farragut, Paul Greyson, John
Bielka, Jim Griffen, Linda Revin, Nefertiti,
Doug Wilkenson, Carla Lawrence, and
Rodrigo Dobri) followed an eclectic and surprisingly generous spread of food and beverage (worth the cover charge of $5). Good dirty
limerick from Jim Griffen and a charming haiku
from Maritza on the importance of writing bad
poetry. For the record, the bathroom was just
fine.
The following night, January 13, I went to
the Baltimore Writers Alliance -sponsored
reading and open mic at the Minas (pronounced MIN-ahs for those who didn’t know,
like yours truly) Gallery in Fells Point. Sam
Schmidtand Peter Chapmanco-hosted. The
proceeds of the program went to Beans and
Bread, a homeless shelter on Bond Street, so
I couldn’t complain about the price (whatever
it was). The event featured an impressive
array of readers, including Dan Johnson,
Susanna O’Meir, Dave Cluster, Gwen
Pfeiffer, Rosemary Klein, Sid Gold, Susan
Tegeler, Rick Arnold, Alex Colvin, Daniel
Armstrong, Hannah Lynn Colvin, Dave
Kriebel, Kathryn Heller,and Barbara Simon.
I apologize to anyone I failed to mention, but
I was having concentration problems. I mean,
good program, high quality readers, hip locale
— but how can you host a 2-1/2 hour poetry
event without a bathroom? I was particularly
touched by Dave Cluster’s reading, both his
account of his own homeless and his poem
dedicated to his dead son, “Exit Song.” I also
liked “Mating Call,” a love poem by Susan.
Just because it’s my column so I get to say
whatever I want, let me interrupt myself to say
that I watched “Cecil B. DeMented” on video
that weekend and found it invigorating in the
extreme. I’ll have to get a copy of that some
day. It’s the first thing Melanie Griffith has
done since “Something Wild” that didn’t make
me squirm with irritation. DeMented Forever.
Maybe if I get to be a very good Great Critic I

will get to meet
John Waters
someday. Speaking of John Waters, I went to the
Funk’s Democratic Coffee
Spot open mic
Tuesday night
January
22.
Funk’s was a revelation. You can
smoke at Funk’s
(hey, I didn’t
knowI was pregnant). AND
there’s a bathroom. Okay, I
liked the directed
quality of the
Minas event–
Funk’s was kind
of like a perverse
Quaker meeting
(except for the
Phat Boyz blaring in the reading room) where
people didn’t
start reading until the spirit moved them, which
seemed to happen about 45 minutes after the
start time. But smoke and bathroom get my
vote. And the goth kids and slam artists at
Funk’s give the established area poets I’ve
heard a run for their money, no question about
it. I was deeply impressed by the quality of
what I heard there. I was particularly blown
away by Mary Knott (who appeared to be
moderating the event), Metaphor, Brandy,
Jen, Ad-Lib,and the evil Jeff. It was alarming
being the bougiest person on the premises,
but after the goth kids referenced John Waters
a couple of times, I figured I could always front
like a visiting Serial Mom from the suburbs if
the need should arise.
January 25th I went to check out the open
mic Hilbert Turner runs at Barnes and Noble
Ellicott City. Their venue is nice and their cafe
is swell, but their bathroom is dag nasty. I was
heartened to see some of the same faces I saw
there last year. I was further heightened to see
that some of them had become even better
poets in the intervening year. One of them was
John PatrickAvecedo. See, when I met Patrick
last winter, I found some of his images impressive but I found a lot of his metaphors unwieldy, and I felt like his themes (religion and
love) were overwhelming the poetry of his
work. We wound up having a lengthy conversation about the development of his work after
that, and he confessed that he hadn’t read a lot
of poetry before setting out on the poems that
would eventually become his first book. Seeing him a year later at Mariposa and here, I was
impressed with his development as a writer
and presenter–his language had become a lot
more accessible and carried his themes more
effectively. I told him so and asked him what
he’d been doing to improve his work. Readers,
I’d love to say he credited his development to
my inspiration, but the simple fact of the matter
is he went to a lot of poetry readings and
listened to how other poets worked. Coming
from the Good Reading Makes For Good
Writing School of Great Critics, this was heartening news to me. Good Listening apparently
Makes For Good Spoken Word Art. Let this be
a lesson to us all. Anyway, Patrick gave me an
autographed copy of his first book, a selfpublished volume entitledEverlasting Chem-

METER &
METAPHOR

Join The Lite Circle

The Local Literary Scene

istry. MY SECOND FREE BOOK.
On January 28, I went to my first slam.
Specifically, I went toX and O’s up by JHU on
North Charles Street for their weekly
SLAMicide, hosted by Granma Dave and
Nikki Miller. The crowd was largely
youngish and pleasingly racially mixed. I
missed almost all of the open mic because of
a domestic drama, but I got there in time for the
evening’s featured reader, one Drew
“Droopy” Anderson. Droopy kicked ass and
was by himself worth the price of admission
(five dollars and a drink minimum). I particularly dug “Surrogate Boyfriend” and his final
number, “Boo the Crowd,” which gave encouragement to the slam readers to follow.
The slam itself was fascinating to me. In the
interests of full disclosure, I should point out
that (a) I got to be one of the five judges in the
audience and (b) any event which invites me
as a judge is likely to be described in this
column as “fascinating” at a bare minimum.
Seriously, I liked the idea of being able to hold
up a score card after each poem, and the
audience really responded to the competitive
aspect of the event. I wish I could do that at
my day job during meetings. The first prize
winner was Olu, whose rap-phrased poems
were rich and tasty. Tiger came in second.
Tiger might also do well to consider vocal
music since her singing was quite strong. Olu
and Tiger took home some money–$200 and
$100 respectively.
My final stop on the Great Critic circuit was
the February 10 St. Valentine’s Day Poetry
Marathon(a “Spectrum of Poetic Fire” event
at MICA’s Mount Royal Station). According
to organizer and Laughing Diva Extraordinaire
Chezia Thompson Cager, this was the 22nd
Valentine’s Day Marathon! I only went for
the last two and a half hours, which meant I
missed seeing Michael Collier and a bunch
of other poets I would have liked to have seen.
But I did get to see Lisa Black, Edward
Gillespie, Barbara Simon, Tonya
“JaHipster” Matthews, Gwen Pfeiffer, Nikki
Miller, Larnell Butler, Vonnie Crist, Madina
Krause, Frank Palmisaro, Susan Tegeler,
Mimi Zanino, Clarinda Harriss, Daniel
Armstrong, Reginald Harris, Chezia Thompson Cager, Chris Toll, a video appearance by
Rose Solari (via Poetry Jam 10), and Felicia
Morgenstern. By the way, congrats to Tonya
Matthews on her profile in a recent City

Question, comment, review, or
event for Lite? Write us or email:
lite@toadmail.com.

Calendar, cont. from page 3
10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Poet’s Ink Workshop. The
Maryland State Poetry & Literary Society will
offer free on-site editorial readings (one poem per
person) by published poets. These critique sessions are led by MSPLS member Hugh Burgess,
editor of Poets’ Ink. Bring 2 copies of a poem you’re
working on and meet with an editor.

11 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 4th Annual Maryland Poetry
Fair. Meet representatives of small presses, literary magazines, writers’ organizations and network
with other writers at this daylong celebration of
poetry in the Baltimore-Washington area. (Exhibitors & authors may reserve a table in the Main Hall
by calling the Pratt Library, Central Branch,
Library’s Programs Office, at 410-396-5494).

2:00 p.m. Meet Tony Medina (author) and Greg
Christie (illustrator) of the new children’s book,
Love to Langston, at this talk and book signing for
young readers. Pratt Library, Central Branch,
Meyerhoff Children’s Garden (for ages 6 and up).

2:00 p.m. Poetry Reading by John Balaban, with
musical accompaniment by Ngo Thanh Nhan. John
Balaban reads from his acclaimed translation: Spring
Essence: The Poetry of Ho Xuan Huong. Ho Xuan
Huong was an 18th century Vietnamese concubine
whose subtly risqué poems offer powerful social,
religious and political commentary. Pratt Library,
Central Branch, Wheeler Auditorium.

12:00 noon-2:00 p.m. The Harford Poetry Society
will read poems at the Harford Mall. For more info,
call (410) 877-1625.

RESERVE YOUR
COPY NOW!
Send your check or money order for
$9.95 plus $2.00 postage and
handling to:
Lite Circle Books/River of Stars
P.O. Box 26162, Baltimore MD 21210
Info: www.litecircle.com/books.html
Order online!

Greater Homewood Book Group meets at 3501
North Charles St. to discuss Jackson’s Dilemma
by Iris Murdoch. For more info, call (410) 2613524.

Sunday, April 14

2:30 p.m. Louis B. Hatchett, Jr. will speak about
“Mencken’s Americana” at a meeting of the Mencken
Society. Pratt Library, Central branch, Poe Room.

4:00-6:00 p.m.WordHouse at Minas. Poets Patricia
Gray, Moira Burns, and Kevin Thornton read. $3
donation.

Saturday, April 27

Sunday, April 28

2:00 p.m. The Poetry of Eli Siegel: A Centennial
Celebration. Pratt Library, Central Branch, Wheeler
Auditorium.

Tuesday, April 16

1:00 p.m. Harford Poetry Society Event. Carol
Bindel will present Oriental Philosophy and Poetry based on Koans: the Lessons of Zen; Sayings:
the Wisdom of Zen; Haiku: the Poetry of Zen; The
Jade Flute: Chinese Poems In Prose. Rockfield
Manor.

6:30 p.m. Maribeth Fischer reads from her novel
The Language of Good-bye. Pratt Library, Central
Branch, Poe Room.

2:00 p.m. Sidewalk Chalk: Poems of the City.
Carole Weatherford (author) and Dimitrea Tokunbo
(illustrator). Pratt Library, Central Branch,
Meyerhoff Children’s Garden. For children and
families.

1:00 p.m. Harford Poetry Society Event. Audiotape of Spring Poems read in 1982 on Vonnie
Crist’s radio program produced at the Harford
Community College. Rockfield Manor.

2:00 p.m. “Birthday for the Bard,” a celebration of
William Shakespeare’s 438th birthday (April 23,
1564). Festivities include the debut performance of
Weird Sisters,Women of Shakespeare, a new work
by Baltimore playwright Kimberley Lynne, plus
birthday cake, Shakespeare games & costumed
characters & more. Pratt Library, Central Branch,
Wheeler Auditorium.

Coventry Crafts

Wednesday, April 24

2:00 p.m. Readings by Tim Seibles and local Cave
Canem poets. In 1996 poets Toi Derricotte and
Cornelius Eady founded Cave Canem, a national
group which supports the work of African American poets through workshops, conferences &
awards. Pratt Library, Central Branch, Wheeler
Auditorium.

Sunday, April 21

...and throughout the year.
Beautiful wreaths, Christmas
ornaments, decorative pillows, toys,
and other wonderful creations—each
individually handmade with care by

1:00 p.m. Harford Poetry Society Event. Program
TBA. Rockfield Manor.

7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, April 9

5:30 p.m. Loyola College, 4501 N. Charles Street,
McManus Theatre. Margot Livesey, author of the
novels Homework, Criminals, The Missing World

Tuesday, April 23

Saturday, April 13

Saturday, April 20
2:00 p.m. Bum Rush the Page: A Def Poetry Jam,
edited by Tony Medina and Louis Reyes Rivera,
is a collection capturing the best new work from
poets who have brought their fresh energy to
American poetry. Tony Medina will read selections from this anthology. Pratt Library, Central
Branch, Poe Room.

the Holidays

River of
Stars

6:30 p.m. “Triumvirate of the Harlem Renaissance:
Langston Hughes, Claude McKay, and Countee
Cullen.” Discussion Leader: Dr Margaret Reid.
Pratt Library, Poe Room.

Sunday, April 7

For

Coming Soon! From Lite
Circle Books

and Eva Moves the Furniture, and the short story
collectionLearning by Heart reads from her work.

Tuesday, April 30

1:00 p.m. Harford Poetry Society Event. Part 6 of
the audiotape “Poetry Speaks: Famous Poets
Reading Their Poems” at Rockfield Manor.

5:30 p.m. Loyola College, 4501 N. Charles Street,
McManus Theatre. Marita Golden, AfricanAmerican author of the biography Migrations of the
Heart and the novels A Woman’s Place, Long
Distance Life, and And Do Remember Me reads.

7:00-9:00 p.m. Open mic poetry at Barnes &
Noble-Inner Harbor, 601 E Pratt St, 2nd floor.
Hosted by POZATIV CHAINGE.
To Have Your Event Listed
please send information to:
Dan Cuddy, Calendar Editor
41 Odeon Ct.
Baltimore, MD 21234
Tel. (410) 882-4138
lite@toadmail.com
Information received after the 15th of the preceding
month may not be printed. We reserve the right to
edit all material to fit space requirements. Lite:
Baltimore’s Literary Newspaper is published bimonthly. A literary calendar is posted monthly on
the Lite web site ( www.litecircle.com/
calendar.html).

Want to be part of the organization behind
Baltimore’s Literary Newspaper?
If you like the idea of doing something worthwhile for hard
work and no pay, maybe you can be one of us.
Many hands make Lite work. We need people to help out in:
Administration
Advertising (earn commissions!)
Distribution

Marketing
Fundraising
Public Relations

Please send a letter and your resume to:

a family-run business since 1989

The Lite Circle

2103 Coles Blvd.
Norristown, PA 19401
(610) 275-7442 or (410) 719-7792

Volunteers
P.O. Box 26162
Baltimore, MD 21210
or email them to:lite@toadmail.com

We Ship Anywhere!

The Lite Circle, Inc. is a non-profit organization.
March/April 2002 Lite
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ADVERTISING INSERTION
ORDER
Name__________________________________________
Company Name__________________________________
Address________________________________________
City, State, Zip___________________________________
Home phone:______________
Business phone:_____________ Fax:______________
 Camera-ready copy enclosed/attached
 See ad copy/instructions/comments below
 Please layout for me
Note: Fee for complex layout $50/hour



Please call me to discuss this ad

 1 issue
 2 issues
 4 issues
 5 issues
 Other__________




3 issues
6 issues

ADVERTISING RATES
 FULL PAGE

$300

(10 1/4" x 13 1/2")

 1/8 PAGE

$60

(5" x 3 3/16" or 2 3/8" x 6 5/8")

 JR. FULL

$235

(7 5/8" x 10 1/16")

 1/16 PAGE

$30

(5" x 1 1/2" or 2 3/8" x 3 3/16")

 1/2 PAGE

$195

 1/32 PAGE

$20

(10 1/4" x 6 5/8" or 5" x 13 1/2")

(2 3/8" x 1 1/2")

 1/4 PAGE

 Business Card $20
1 issue (no discounts)

$120

(2 5/8" x 13 1/2" or 5" x 6 5/8")

Volume Discounts
3 months
5% discount
6 months
10% discount
12 months
15% discount

New! Spot color now available!
Amount enclosed $__________________

Please attach ad copy/special instructions.
ADVERTISINGAND PAYMENTPOLICY
 To Our Patrons: The Lite Circle presently accepts checks for
purchase of Lite Circle merchandise and services. Advertisers: Payment is due prior to insertion of ad. Please enclose check or money
order with ad copy and insertion order.
 If your check bounces, you will be charged for the amount of
purchase plus returned check or any other fees incurred by Lite,
including applicable late fees. Your cooperation is appreciated and will
allow us to continue to serve you with the convenience of purchasing
by check. For more information, contact us.
 To order online: Lite now accepts online orders and electronic
payments at: www.litecircle.com/ads2.html.

Baltimore’s Literary Newspaper
Lite Circle Books
P.O. Box 26162
Baltimore, Maryland 21210
Web: www.litecircle.com Email: lite@toadmail.com
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Literary & Arts
NEWS
Cont. from page 1
whispered in awe, while others told me it was
my patriotic duty as a Canadian to learn curling. In fact, members of the Canadian Embassy
founded the Potomac Curling Club in 1961 and
the people there have the quiet courtesy and
friendliness we usually associate with Canadians.
So all of Canada’s hopes and dreams were
riding on me as I entered the rink. My first stop
was a video on the sport, which I watched
twice just to make sure I had it down. The video
explained that the object of the game was to
end up with more round 42-pound curling
stone in the “house” (which looks like a 10foot wide target in the ice) than your opponent. You get the stones there by shooting
them (sliding out on the ice, one leg stretched
out behind you, and releasing the stone (or
“rock” as folks called it). It looked easy if you
have balance and coordination. Which meant
that for me it looked distressingly hard.
With the bottom of one foot (“the slider”)
taped by a helpful volunteer, I joined a crowd
of intrepid learners out on the ice. The first
thing they taught us to do was walk on the ice.
That I managed, even if I did move a bit slowly.
Then we separated into two’s, squatted down
across from our partner, and gently slid a
curling stone across to each other. So far, so
good. Then we each tried to stretch out into
the shooting position. Okay, this was harder.
Some fell here, others (including the one right
before me) did it perfectly. I needed to do it
three times. I didn’t fall, but I could tell I wasn’t
doing it quite right. My back hurt afterward.
Then we moved on and practiced actually
delivering a stone. Here’s where I fell. However, I still got the stone over the hog line,
which was a good thing, The instructor told
me the next station would be easier, because
we’d get to hold a broom for balance.
Right. While no one else seemed to have
much trouble, for me this was the hardest of all.
The instructor told me not to toe out when I
slid. I tried, mightily, but just succeeded in
hurting my hip. “I always toe out when I walk,”
I told her.
“That won’t help you in this sport,” she
observed.
Still, she worked with me, trying to give
encouragement. “People do this when they’re
85,” she said. Great. So I’m in worse shape than
an 85-year old. Finally I told her I didn’t think
this sport was for me. Then she told me that the
stone could be delivered a different way,
standing up and using an attachment. “Some
of the women do it that way.”
The last station was learning to broom.
That I could do. The idea was that by vigorously sweeping the ice ahead of the stone,
you’d make the ice melt a little and it would
become more slick. Over a 120 foot curling
court, that could increase the distance the
stone traveled by over 10 feet, making the
difference between getting into the house and
falling short. The trick was to stay ahead of the
stone, not an easy task. It is in sweeping that
most people fall. I didn’t. Hooray!
As I left I spoke with another club member
and mentioned I was writing this article. She
was 71 and had sciatica and arthritis, but she
still delivered a mean rock. In fact, curling is
one sport where a 70-something can actually
beat a 20-something. Some Olympic curlers
are in their 50s. She also told me that some
championship curlers, including those in the

gold medal round,
shoot with their
feet toed out, and
that there are many
different styles
for delivering a
stone. With that
knowledge in
hand, I left the rink
able to salvage a
little pride for myself. And for
Canada.
DAVID
KRIEBEL
Anyone interested in learning
to curl can contact Potomac
Curling Club
president Bob
Pelletier at (410)
715-1655
or
Kristi
and
S t e p h e n
Provasnik
at
(703) 241-5781.
Or visit their
website
at
www.curldc.org.

Volunteers
Wanted!

SPOTLITE

Lite: Baltimore’s Literary Newspaper

Many hands make Lite work! If you like the
idea of doing something worthwhile for hard
work and no pay, maybe you can be one of us.
The following volunteer openings are available:
Publication Liaison Officer. Responsible
for liaison between Lite Circle Books/Sunrise
Press and authors, publicists, agents, and
distributors. Reports to Publisher.
Ad Account Executive. Sells ads for commission. Reports to Advertising Manager.
Billing Manager. Invoices all Lite clients
(other than Members) and tracks accounts.
Reports to Publisher and Managing Editor.
Grant Assistant. Assists with the preparation of grant applications and updates. Reports to Publisher.
Editorial Assistant. Mails out submission
guidelines, acceptances, sample copies,
contributor’s copies. Tracks all submissions.
Responds to inquiries regarding status of
submissions. Reports to Managing Editor.
Publicity Manager. Composes and sends
out press releases and flyers to publicize Lite
Circle events. Acts as media contact. Reports
to Director of Public Relations.
The Lite Circle, Inc. is a non-profit literary
organization serving Central Maryland. If interested, please send a letter and your resume
to: The Lite Circle, Volunteers, P.O. Box 2612,
Baltimore MD 21210. Or, if you prefer, email
them to: .lite@toadmail.com. For more info,
visit our website at: www.litecircle.com.
LITE STAFF

Turner at the BMA
“Reflections of Sea and Light: Paintings
and Watercolors by J.M.W. Turner from
Tate” is an art exhibit that shouldn’t be
missed at the Baltimore Museum of Art.
There are 78 watercolors and drawings, 18
prints, and 7 paintings—25 of which have
never been exhibited. The show is welldocumented. The Acoustiguide script is
informative. The recently renovated galleries

Cont. on page 9

PRATT PRESENTS
POETRY MONTH AT THE PRATT
All programs take place at the Central
Library, 400 Cathedral Street.

American poetry. Medina will read selections from this new anthology.

MARYLAND POETRY FAIR
Saturday, April 6, 11 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Readings by Tim Seibles and local Cave
Canem poets
Saturday, April 13, 2 p.m.

For poets and writers and all poetry lovers,
the Pratt Library hosts the fourth annual
Maryland Poetry Fair. Meet representatives
of small presses, literary magazines, writers’
organizations and network with other writers
at this daylong celebration of poetry in the
Baltimore-Washington area. Exhibitors and
authors may reserve a table in the Main Hall
by calling the Library’s Programs Office, 410396-5494.

In 1996 poets Toi Derricotte and Cornelius
Eady founded Cave Canem, a national
organization which supports the work of
African American poets through workshops,
conferences and awards. The Pratt Library is
proud to host this sixth anniversary
celebration in Baltimore featuring readings by
Tim Seibles and Cave Canem poets from the
Baltimore-Washington area.

POETS’ INK WORKSHOP
Saturday, April 6, 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
The Maryland State Poetry & Literary
Society will offer free on-site editorial
readings (one poem per person) by published
poets. Bring two typed copies of a poem
you’re working on and meet with an editor.
Poetry reading by John Balaban , with
musical accompaniment by Ngo Thanh
Nhan
Saturday, April 6, 2 p.m.
Experience the profound wisdom of one of
Vietnam’s most important and popular poets,

John Balaban
Ho Xuan Huong. John Balaban will read from
his acclaimed translation of Huong’s work, Spring
Essence: The Poetry of Ho Xuan Huong (Copper
Canyon Press). Ho Xuan Huong was an 18th
century concubine whose subtly risque poems
offer powerful social, religious and political
commentary. Mr. Balanban’s reading will be
accompanied by a performance of Vietnamese
music by Ngo Thanh Nhan.

The Pratt Library is pleased to host this
centennial celebration of the life and work of
poet Eli Siegel. Founder of the philosophy
Aesthetic Realism, Eli Siegel (1902-1978)
grew up in Baltimore and won the esteemed
Nation Poetry Prize in 1925 for his “Hot
Afternoons Have Been in Montana.”
Presenters at this centennial celebration will
include: Anne Fielding, Carrie Wilson,
Bennett Cooperman, Devorah Tarrow, and
Edward Green of the Aesthetic Realism
Foundation faculty.

Sidewalk Chalk: Poems of the City
Carole Boston Weatherford (author) and
Dimitrea Tokunbo (illustrator)
Saturday, April 20, 2 p.m.

Tony Medina
Bum Rush the Page: A Def Poetry Jam
Sunday, April 7, 2 p.m.

Carole Boston Weatherford pays tribute to
the sights and sounds of the city in 20 fresh
and rhythmic poems that capture the
excitement and diversity of urban street
scenes. Dimitrea Tokunbo’s vivid illustrations bring to life the poetry on the page.

Bum Rush the Page, edited by Tony Medina and
Louis Reyes Rivera, is a groundbreaking collection,
capturing the best new work from poets who have
brought fresh energy, life and relevance to

The Poetry of Eli Siegel: A Centennial
Celebration
Sunday, April 28, 2 p.m.
Central Library, Wheeler Auditorium

Call 410-396-5494 to register.
Enoch Pratt Free Library
400 Cathedral St.

Tony Medina

www.epfl.net

I Hear America Singing
Each issue we will select one patriotic poem and print
it in this special section. Poets whose work is selected
will receive a $25 savings bond. By “patriotic poem”
we mean any poem which:
celebrates the United States or its democratic and
pluralistic ideals;
eulogizes the victims of the terrorist attack on September
11, 2001; or
honors our men and women in uniform—military
personnel, police, firefighters, postal workers, and
medical personnel.
Poems should be no more than 40 lines long. Please
submit only one poem per entry to:
Attn: Patriotic Poem
Lite: Baltimore’s Literary Newspaper
PO Box 26162, Baltimore, MD 21210
Email: lite@toadmail.com

Songs of Remembrance & Renewal
on the web
Lite is seeking submissions for an ongoing web anthology of work
related to the events of 9/11.Fiction, poetry, art, photos
all welcome. Submissions accepted by mail to:
Lite, PO Box 26162, Baltimore MD 21210;
by email to: crescent@toadmail.com.
A time to help others & heal ourselves.
March/April 2002 Lite
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LITE BYTES
ANNOUNCEMENTS
•The Baltimore Office of Promotion & The
Arts and School 33 Art Center invite the
public to visit area artists in their studios
during the Fourteenth Annual Open Studio
Tour. Downtown studios (south of North
Ave.) Will be open on April 6 and Uptown
studios (north of North Ave.) will be open on
April 7. The hours are noon to 5 p.m. each
day and will include, the two days combined,
115 artists. Visitors may visit as many artists
as they wish during this free event. As part
of the Open Studio Tour, the Friends of
School 33 are sponsoring a special artistguided Big Bus Tour available on both days
for $15 per person each day. Children under
the age of 12 are $10. For information, call
(410) 396-4641 or 396-4642 TTY.
Maps with the names, studio addresses,
and media of all participating artists are
available at School 33 Art Center, 1427 Light
St., and an artist list is on www.school33.org.
An exhibition featuring the participating
artists will be held in School 33’s main gallery
from Sat., March 23 thru Sun., April 7. There
will be a reception for participating artists on
Friday, April 5 from 5-7 p.m.. The public is
invited.
•The Smith College Used Book Sale for
2002 will be held May 17 thru 19 at the
Timonium Fairgrounds in the 4-H Building.
For more information call (410) 821-6241.
•Saturday, March 23: Civil War Live! The
Friends of he President Street Station will
present a benefit for the Maryland Historical
Society highlighting music from the Civil war
era. The concert will feature tenor Doug
Jimerson, the Gilmore’s Light Ensemble and
Olde Towne Brass performing classic pieces
such as The Battle Hymn of the Republic and
Dixie. Kraushaar Auditorium, Goucher College, 7:30 p.m., $25 general admission. To
order tickets, call 410-668-3535.
•Royal Books, a used bookshop owned
by Kevin Johnson, which specializes in
Modern Literature, Crime Fiction and Books
on Film, has opened next to the Kelmscott
Bookshop on W. 25th Street. The phone
number is 410-366-7329. The Book Block is
making a comeback.
•Auditions for Corpus Christi by Terrence
McNally and directed by Terry Long will be
held at The Audrey Herman Spotlighters’
Theatre on March 18 and 19 @ 7:30 pm.
Needed are 13 men, ages 20 - 40. All ethnic
types are encouraged to audition. Auditions
will consist of readings from the script. All
roles are open. For more information, call the
director, Terry Long, at (410) 366-0396.
•Programs featured on The Coffee House
TV (cable) in March include:
–In Verse: Lori Tsang offers a poem, “Undertow,” accompanied by Antonio Parker on
sax and Leland Nakamura on drum.
–Musical Traditions: WAMMIE honoree
Steve Key offers tunes about playing coffee
houses and abusing “Demon Java.”
–Writers’ Bloc: We reprise our September
2001 interview with Pulitzer winner and civil
rights activist, Roger Wilkins, author of
Jefferson’s Pillow: The Founding Fathers
and the Dilemma of Black Patriotism.
–Feature: The comic juggling and saw playing of Nicolo-Whimsey.
The Coffee House airs in Baltimore City on
Channel 42/5: Saturdays at noon and 6 p.m.;
Mondays, 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Thursdays, 4
p.m. and 10 p.m.
For a complete list of programs and airtimes/
channels in MD/DC/VA, call Mark at (301)

8

Lite March/April 2002

608-9622 or email him at markc@
coffeehousetv.org.
•The Audrey Herman Spotlighters Theatre, located in the heart of the Mount Vernon
Arts area, will be presenting Nunsense, by
Dan Goggin, a delightfully funny musical production from March 1- 30, 2002. The show will
run Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm with 2 pm
matinees on Sundays (special 4 pm matinee on
Sunday, March 17). The show, directed by
Deborah Newman, musically directed by Tom
Jackson and choreographed by Nancy Dall
features Joan Ashwell, Claire Carberry, Dianna
Collins, Maribeth Eckenrode and Laurie Frank.
The little sisters of Hoboken are in a bind!
Fifty-two sisters succumbed to botulism from
Sister Julia’s tainted vichyssoise. Come see
the talent show put together by the sisters to
raise the additional cash to bury the last
four…who are being kept on ice until you
come to Spotlighters. Such responsibility!
The theatre is located at 817 St. Paul St.;
tickets are $15 (with discounts for seniors,
students and groups); call (410) 752-1225 for
reservations.
•Mariposa Center, 5000 Berwyn Rd., College Park, MD, is now in in its 3rd successful
season. In addition to the Saturday Night
Poetry Series, Mariposa Center also hosts a
Writers Workshop the first Saturday of the
month at 2 p.m. March events listing:
–March 2: Writers Workshop at 2 pm.
Free. Bring 10 copies of a work you would like
to share. Also, The Poet Connection presents
readings by Stacey Tuthill, Kevin Thorton
and Barbara Simon. Hiram Larew and Forestine
Bynum host.
–March 16: Poets Mel Belin and Jed Feffer
read from their recent work. Also, poetry and
music by classical guitarist Michael Davis.
–March 23: Robert Giron of Gival Press and
Teresa Bevin will be reading at Mariposa on
Saturday, March 23rd. In addition, singer/
song writer, Howard Parker will be performing.
–March 29: SPECIAL FRIDAY NIGHT
EVENT with readings by Robert Sargent,
Merrill Lefler and Shelby Stephenson.
–March 30: Featured poets, Taalam Acey
and David Cheng read from their recent work.
Music by singer/songwriter Eric Maring and
others TBA.
All events begin at 8 p.m. unless otherwise
noted and are followed by an open reading.
Complimentary snacks and refreshments are
provided. Admission: $5. For info/directions,
visit www.geocities.com/MariposaPoetry/ or
call (301) 513-9422.
•Stop by the open house of the
Imaginative Cinema Society on Sat., April
27. Food, movies, serials and an auction.
Tentative schedule: 12 noon: vote for the
worst movies ever seen (bring one along); 3
p.m.: vote for the scariest movies ever seen
(bring one along); 5 p.m.: auction (videos,
DVDs, books, posters, toys); 7:30 p.m.:
classic serial and more movies; 9 p.m.: a very
lively meeting, open to public. Perry Hall
Presbyterian Church, 8848 Bel Air Rd., north
on Baltimore Beltway exit 32, corner of BelAir
& Joppa Rds. Info: www.icsfilm.net.

Oops
I hit a possum in the road.
I didn’t mean to do it.
He ran right out in front of me.
I tried to swerve, but blew it.
Daniel S. Irwin

last look
you lay surprised
on that metal-wheeled gurney
face uncovered
breath knocked out of you
shocked at being knocked off course
the blue fuzzy blanket
just like my robe you liked so much
covered your bones, broken, shifted
flung aside
superfluous now
and still you peered through one eye
not yet ready to give up your view
still afraid you were going to miss
a last kiss
a wink
a conspiratorial grin
Sherry Audette Morrow

Mike’s Peanut Shop
It was a smell in a Dashiell Hammet novel,
surely,
that singular wafting from Mike’s Peanut Shop
in the 50s and early 60s
of York, Pennsylvania.
Its site was precisely where fascination requested,
in the drama of downtown—
before and barely after the creation of malls,
when the characters of the city
still gathered in the core.
Downtown, king of adjectives,
tough, raw, intriguing, shadowed.
Its denizens—cops, reporters,
department store clerks, figures from the underside—
slipped into Mike’s narrow shop,
then quickly exited with open, steam-rising bags
whose magical aroma floated into and permeated
York’s variouws film noirsettings:
down a darkened alley, into a seedy hotel,
into the subterranean restrooms beneath the city square,
into the deep recess of a department store entrance,
down some avenue of dreams.
The street-sweeping machine just drove by.
It removed even the dust.
Sometimes I wish for some empty shells
to survive at street’s edge, missed by the machine.
I find myself turning in the direction of a memory
to inhale deeply...
to see if I can pull the whiff of a distant aroma
through the thickness of the years.
Tom McFadden

The Bread
Watcher
by

George Bandy
Photo by George Bandy
The third shift is the most difficult, but
I do it, because the food must be watched.
It is an elegiac time of the night when one
almost forgets one is in the camp. The men
snore, and the few that won’t make the
night are the quietest, with no strength left.
My chair is propped against the door and by
leaning a little towards the window, not an
entirely awkward position, I have enough
light from the guard tower to read. Our
store of books is as small as our food, but
it is rich and priceless and lasts much
longer. Enough to sustain a thousand men,
if they would only ask. Little Dorrit, Huckleberry Finn , Look Homeward, Angel all in
translation, but a joy. All we get are the
condemned books, deemed worthless by
the state.
Tonight I guard the food and read, in
English, Murder Must Advertise by Dorothy Leigh Sayers. For a few hours I will
be drawn into the frothy and aristocratic
world of Lord Peter, a world as unreal and
in some ways more improbable than my
own.
After a night of no sleep, I will still have
to work in the hospital (another joke, only
the naive go there for treatment), but it is a
fair trade. For a few days, I will be full of
language, and it never hurts to have the
good will of desperate men. There are ten
and a quarter loaves of hard black bread of
varying quality; some must be eaten soon
or spoil. The smell fills me, and my hunger,
always there, tries to convince me that a
small taste would not be missed.
I will feast on words.
***
They don’t think us dangerous, not
really. We’ve been catalogued with a passion—yellow star (Jew), pink triangle (homosexual or in the gutter German:
arschficker ), brown (Gypsy), violet
(Jehovah’s Witness), red (political prisoner), blue (emigrant), green (criminal),
black (antisocial) and all the composite
variations quilted to the left shoulder and
right trouser leg of a vertically striped
uniform. We keep arriving and arriving, yet
none leave except as smoke.
I am blue and red and, if they knew,
pink, but that means nothing: All men here
are made over. I am what is known as a
concentrationare. A survivor who has lived
on in an environment where the average life
span is 270 days. Nine months—as long as
to arrive as to leave. Though I am university trained and political, I am respected
because I’ve been here four years.
This is my survival. The stink of one
hundred men with six and seven to a bunk,
stacked four high, in an unheated barracks

in the middle of winter. I am a survivor, I
know I must have the top bunk and only the
healthy to huddle for warmth. Otherwise,
it rains piss and watery stools from dysentery—there’s always a bit of blood. And I
know the rule of the camp—when you
have nothing, everything is important. The
piece of bread that you’ve saved to fight the
hunger in the middle of the night; the errant
piece of metal shaped like a “U,” which
might be a nail, somebody will trade for;
the tin cup or can for soup or you have no
soup. The dead leave everything, but only
after they’re dead.
Men die for that bit of bread. Die in the
not having—having everything taken. Men
die for the taking, it’s the law. But some
men, animals—not our guards (I would not
insult the beasts)—like the toy dog or the
Persian kitty, the good, faithful companions, until that fateful day that the master
dies and they, left in the apartment for days
or weeks to starve, nibble a little of their
master’s juicy calf. They do this without
the naming; they don’t want to do it, but it
is survival. But a man...We are men.
***
The door behind me moves and I, startled
from my posing, jump to my feet. It’s
Sostra, the Russian—green and black; he
pushes into the cramped room which belonged to the kapo until we killed him.
Sostra killed him first, then we took turns.
Even in the dark, where he chooses to
stand, I see his black eyes on me.
“Asleep,” he says.
“I’m standing watch.”
“Sitting?”

“So I am. What do you want?”
“A book.”
“You know the rules. Sit, you can read
it here. What would you like?”
“One for the shitter. I’ll take this—nice
and thick; a lot of use.”
“That’s The Critique of Pure Reason.”
“Perfect.”
“No.” I took the book away without
resistance.
“Then him. He’ll give me more pleasure,
he can soak up my crap for a change.” He
grabbed Mein Kampf and I drew it back,
but this time more forcefully. “We need
this to know our enemy.”
“He needs to know my backside.”
“Go.”
***
The wood smoke from the
kommandant’s house wisps from his chimney, and, if you look above the frozen mud
paths and the guards’ planked walkways, it
is idyllic. The chateau, built from logs
cleared from the mountain, the stone quarried from the far side, could be out of a fairy
tale. I could be a child again: The hunger
eased, the certainty of survival unquestioned, and the perfect ease of a midnight
stolen to read beneath the covers in
secret.

Names in Lite
·George Bandy (Fiction: The Bread Watcher)
resides in Falls Church, VA. He writes: “The Bread
Watcher deals with a sad and horrific part of our
history which threatens to burst aflame with each
new generation.The details of genocide and war
crimes are laid bare in the daily papers or the six
o’clock news for the curious: Now the Serbs, now
the Hutus. So it goes. As Simon Wiesenthal said,
“The history of man is the history of crime.”
·Daniel S. Irwin (Poem: Oops ) is a poet from
Marissa, IL.
·Tom McFadden (Poem: Mike’s Peanut Shop)
writes: “As one raised in York, Pennsylvania, I
possess many memories from Baltimore—our
nearest “giant,” just south, down the highway. I
once saw Mickey Mantle, of the visiting Yankees,
of course, hit a homerun right-handed, then lefthanded, in the same game at the old stadium.
Amazingly, there were frequent bus trips by people
from Baltimore, visiting York! (They liked to buy
fresh fruit at the farmers’ stands, along the road.)
Doubtless, many citizens of Baltimore still recall
one fabled spot in York, the subject of this submitted poem: ‘Mike’s Peanut Shop.’” Mr. McFadden's
work has appeared in such publications as Seattle
Review, Pittsburgh Quarterly, Portland Review,
Poetry Ireland, and Poet’s Voice (University of
Salzburg-Austria). He now lives in Austin, TX.
·Sherry Audette Morrow (Poem: last look) is a
Baltimore writer. She is the editor of Scribble, the
creative journal of the Maryland Writers’ Association, which features short stories, novel excerpts,
personal and humorous essays, and poetry.
Jannine M. Warren (Patriotic Poem: To New
York with Love) writes from Woodbine, MD. She
says, “Hello and thank you for the opportunity to
share our thoughts and feelings regarding the 9/11
tradegies. I think we poets need this now more than
ever.”

Tune in to the
Morning Sunday Show
Saturdays, 10-11 a.m. on

WYRE 810 AM
The AM Alternative
Listen for the monthly Lite
literary report!

SpotLite, cont. from page 6
in which the exhibit is hung serve as a
pleasing backdrop for the art.
Though the history of the times and
Turner’s personal history are important for
an appreciation of the art, viewers should not
let facts crowd out their experience of the
images before their eyes. Through history,
an appreciation of technique and skill, and
the properties of the materials with which the
illusions are made (watercolor, gouache,
graphite, oil-based paint, the pigments), that
which makes it all noteworthy is the vision
before the eye. The viewer should look and
see and experience the art. Let the scholars
and experts guide, but each person should
look for him or herself; notice the shape of a
ship, the curve of the coast, the lines or
brushstrokes, the tints of color. The viewer
should see how small some of the watercolors and drawings are, see how packed with
detail at times. Turner jotted down impressions at the scene, and then developed the
picture back at the studio. Though these
impressions were not valued as art in the
early 19th century, the history of art has
changed that view. These studies are a
gesture of spontaneity, provisional stains of
transitory moments. The viewer with a brief
glimpse at the sights before him (her) should
allow him/herself an aesthetic experience as
spontaneous and individual as the artist.
In Turner’s art, often in the light, amid
cloud and water, solid forms are shadows—
for instance, the castle tower of The Castle
on Shore at Sunrise, c. 1825-1830, which is a
study for Picturesque Views in England and
Wales. The castle tower is a purple shadow,
recognizable by its distinct outline, not its
material solidity, amidst the smears of purple
on beige. Often viewing the pictures closeup the solid forms seem crude, but seen at
the correct perspective of viewing distance
the forms meld together, the solidity
dissolves into spray, mist, light. A few feet
from the oil paintings, even with that
explosiveness of light and waves, the forms
are more sober in coloring, more solid for all
the airiness, the splash of color; but move
back, across the room to the other wall if
possible, and that solidity, like water itself,
like the appearance of clouds in nature, melts
into fluid motion, into vapor.
No lover of art living in Maryland should
pass up the opportunity to visit this
exhibition. There is the beauty of the works
themselves. There is the history of art being
played out before us. There are the footsteps
of a skilled and visionary man. We have been
invited to experience another world.
The exhibit, being shown only in
Baltimore, nowhere else in North America,
will be on view until May 26, 2002. Tickets are
$12 for adults; $10 for seniors, college
students, and groups of 15 or more; $6 for
ages 6-18, and free for children under 6.
Admission to the exhibition is by timed ticket
on weekends, when advance reservations
are strongly encouraged. Tickets are available through Ticketmaster and by purchase
at the BMA box office. The BMA is located
at 10 Art Museum Drive, Baltimore MD
21218-3898, at North Charles and 31st Sts.
(Wyman Park, next to the Johns Hopkins
University campus), and is 3 miles north of
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor.
DAN CUDDY

Need an event covered?
Call News Editor Dan Cuddy
at (410) 882-4138 or email
lite@toadmail.com.
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Lite Sightings:
T HEATER REVIEWS
La Verdad Sospechosa. (Also known as “The
Truth Suspected,” “The Dubious Truth,” or “The
Truth Cannot Be Trusted.”) At Warehouse Theatre, Washington, DC, on February 24, 2002.
This “ comedia de enredos ” (comedy of errors)
was written,circa 1619 to 1621, by Juan Ruiz de
Alarcon who was considered one of the
foremostSpanish dramatists and a very influential
playwright of the Golden Age in the Spanish
Literature.
The play was presented by the Gala Hispanic
Theatre and directed by Hugo Medrano, the producing artistic director of this Teatro Hispano.
Following the tradition of Lope de Vega up to
a point, with a Spaniard flavor so distinctive from
the Mexicans writers of his era, Alarcon’s pervasive influence is vivid in Corneille’s only comedy,
“Le Menteur” (The Liar) providing a model to
Goldoni’s “Il Bugiardo.” The main sources for this
comedy of intrigue could possibly be found in
Pantalone and Il Dottore, and also in Arlechino and
Brighella.
The play is permeated with traits of La Bruyere
and Moliere as well, and its almost classical plot
sustains a piercing psychological meaning, although
not a didactic tone. Set in the typical seventeenth
century Madrid, the play focused in Don Garcia,
a young law student who happens to be, unfortunately, a compulsive liar. Don Garcia, in encountering two beautiful women, Lucrecia and Jacinta, on
his return to Madrid from Salamanca, feels attracted to Jacinta and, misled by his page Tristan,
believes that Jacinta is Lucrecia. When he meets his
friend Don Juan, who has unsuccessfully courted
Jacinta, he falsely boasts of having entertained
some lady who Don Juan thinks is Jacinta; and Don
Garcia, deeply involved in this predicament, cleverly precludes a duel by telling more lies. Don
Beltran, Garcia’s father, has arranged a marriage
between his son, Don Garcia, and Jacinta; however,
Don Garcia, to elude the marriage to a woman he
believes is not the one he loves, tells his father that
he has been forced to marry a noble lady in
Salamanca. Don Beltran eventually learns that
everything was false and when Don Garcia is
confronted by his father, he honestly confesses
that he loves “Lucrecia” and not Jacinta. Then, Don
Beltran arranges the marriage of Don Garcia to
Lucrecia, and Don Juan asks for Jacinta’s hand.
When the true identities are disclosed, it is too late
for Don Garcia. Both men claimed Jacinta’s hand.
Jacinta, disgusted with Don Garcia’s reckless attitude and incessant prevarications, which are extremely prejudicial to his claim, and also touched by
Don Juan’s honest love, decides to accept Don
Juan. She rejects Don Garcia, who is then, is forced
to apologize to Lucrecia and ask for her hand, which
he does with a very slight frustration.
This funny and ingenuous plot is very spontaneous and demonstrates that Alarcon did not try to
philosophize or send any moral message—just to
plainly reveal in the joyous finale how all the
deceiving and entangled web of lies was unraveled.
The director skillfully brings out the satires on
contemporary manners, the “mondaine” life of the
era as well as the remarkable humanism that placed
Alarcon ahead of his time.
Harold Ruiz portrayed Don Garcia with grace
and realism, exposing the carelessness and irresponsibility which are concomitant character traits
of a chronic liar who ends the victim of his social bad
habit.
Diego Perez as Don Beltran was very convincing in his role and remarkable not only in all his lively
dialogues but monologues, as well.
Cynthia Benjamin as Jacinta and Leslie Yanez
as Lucrecia both showed excellent theatrical techniques.
Menchu Esteban as Tristan, the page to Don
Garcia, delivered very keen acting.

This was a brilliant performance of incidents,
events, obstacles, and “amorous intrigue” which
were the objects of the dialogues. The comedy like
a “gai romanesque” describes an illusion of a world
with the ambivalence of what it is and what it seems
to be—unveiling the truthful nature of the human
heart.
MEAGHAN GREYSON

Announcing the

BALTICON 36 SF POETRY
CONTEST
First prize: $50
 2nd prize: $30
3rd prize: $20.
Winners will receive a convention

A Master Class. The Vagabond Theatre, Baltimore, MD, on Sunday, February 3, 2002.
This comedy-drama written by Terrence
McNally in 1995, and presented by the Vagabond
Players, is a swirl perception rather than a character
study or biography of the legendary opera soprano
Maria Callas who performed, years ago, as the
leading star at La Scala, The Metropolitan Opera
House, Vienna, Covent Garden, and Paris Opera.
The play, which is focused on Callas ’s distinctive talent and also on her personal triumphs and
anxieties, is very satirical in presenting the diva
trying to impose her gift and her ego as well as her
eccentric manners upon her students. It is based on
factual information about the twenty-four master
classes taught by Callas for a few advanced and
carefully selected students at the Juilliard’s auditorium in New York City, where they used to sit n
the first two rows and the audience was sitting and
standing well-packed behind.
The plot follows almost the exact way the
classes were conducted as well as her dealing with
three students whom she called the “victims” due
to the deliberately nasty treatment she used with
them: constantly interrupting the arias with sharp
and cruel comments on the issues of style and
meaning; her authoritarian advice, and always insisting in the fidelity of the score, faithful dedication and involvement; and also her unrelenting
recalling of her past, sharing these memories with
the audience.
The emotional climax of the monologues (her
dead-and-gone career, her relationships with
Aristotle Onassis, the rivalry among the divas, etc.)
was brought about brilliantly under the direction of
Ann Mainolfi.
Maria Callas, a very demanding and vigorous
role, was played by Celia Rocca, an exceptional
leading lady, who depicted with magnificence and
grandiosity a notorious egomaniac caricature of the
diva. Rocca’s acting was magnetic: imperious,
sympathetic and annoying at the same time but
very human. However, McNally was melodramatic to ridicule when presenting with no accuracy
Callas’s teaching style; she was crude and critical
but shared honestly her insights on technique and
vocal interpretation.
The students—the two sopranos (Sophie and
Sharon) and the tenor—portrayed by Beth Brech,
Vanessa Stewart and Matthew Brech respectively,
were described as vocally talented but rather clueless
and inexperienced. Ms. Stewart was excellent in her
acting and singing with a beautiful voice her interpretation of Verdi’s Lady Macbeth. The students
endured Callas’s insults on their persona or their
looks throughout the play with the exception of
Sharon, who showing more stamina, confronted the
diva at the end of her audition.
Michael Hammer as Manny acted accordingly
revealing his talent as an excellent accompanist.
The final role characterized by the stagehand
(who unfortunately, in this performance, was not
identified to the audience) was very well played
with a natural indifference and coolness to Callas’s
arrogant attitude. He provided humor with his
interruptions and presented an unaffected and
realistic contrast to the “Art is everything”message
sent by Callas to her students.
This controversial comedy, a tribute to the life
and the complex qualities innate in the diva, with its
dramatic nuances and raspy charm, made the audience sense the the presence of “La Divina Callas”
not only by the diva’s recorded singing which
brought so many fascinating moments to the Opera’s
world, but also through the powerful projection of
Ms. Rocca.
MEAGHAN GREYSON

membership and be invited to read
their winning entries at Cafe Balticon at
Balticon 36 (see ad below). Winning
entries will be published in the BSFAN
(Balticon souvenir book) and in Lite:
Baltimore’s Literary Newspaper.
Limit: 3 poems/person, 32 lines
each.
No entry fee.
Deadline: Mailed entries must be
postmarked and email entries must
be received by April 30, 2002. First,
second, and third place winners will be
notified shortly thereafter.
Please include your name, address,
telephone number/email address and
a brief bio with your entry.
Email entries to: poetry@balticon.org
or lite@toadmail.com ; or mail w/SASE
to: “Balticon 36 Poetry Contest,” c/o The
Lite Circle, P.O. Box 26162, Baltimore
MD 21210 or BSFS, PO Box 686,
Baltimore, MD 21203-2737.

The Baltimore Science Fiction
Society Presents

BALTICON 36
Maryland’s Regional Science Fiction
and Fantasy Convention
Memorial Weekend—May 24-27, 2002
Wyndham Inner Harbor Hotel
Single, Double, Triple, Quad Hotel Rates:
$119 +tax/room

Call 1-800-WYNDHAM OR (410) 7521100 FOR RESERVATIONS
Convention Rates
$40 Until March 17th
$45 Until April 30th $50 at the door

Artist/Author Guests of Honor:
Phil & Kaja Foglio, Mark E. Rogers
Filk Guest of Honor:
The Boogie Knights
Fan Guest of Honor:
Dr. Yoji Kondo
Costume Guest of Honor:
Carol Salemi
2001 Compton Crook Winner:
Syne Mitchell
Balticon 36
P.O.Box 686, Baltimore, MD 21203-0686
Phone: (410) JOE-BSFS
Email: bsfs@balticon.org
Web: www.balticon.org

Lite Circle Books presents

Hot off the Press from
Lite Circle Books!

Cherry Pie
by Elisabeth Stevens
Twelve stories
about growing
and growing up
are included in
Elisabeth
Stevens’ fourth
fiction collection. Although
the female protagonists and
family situations
vary, the common thread is learning from often bitter
experiences. “Cherry Pie” and “Crumbs”
chronicle a young woman who ineptly says
“no” to one man, and then unwisely says
“yes” to another. In ‘The Neighbors,” a
child discovers deception, ambition, and,
eventually, death. In “In the Dust,” a girl
who has lost her father contrives an odd
game to compensate. In “Campfire,” a fiveyear-old is separated from her parents for
the first time. The stories “Wally and the
Waltz” and “His Ambition” examine the
effects of war seen from a distance. In
“Van” an art teacher becomes the icon for
a girl’s discovery of her own talent. In “A
Matter of Money” and “A Rough Ride,”
heroines of less than twenty painfully encounter the ways and wiles of Boston society and “important” literary people in
Manhattan. “The Towers” is a story of
marriage and adultery, and “The Nurse”
deals with the conflict between two women
over a new baby.

Order Now!
Send check or money order for $14.95
plus $2.00 shipping/handling to:
Lite Circle Books/Cherry Pie
P.O. Box 26162, Baltimore MD 21210
For more info, emaillite@toadmail.com
Order Online!

♥ LITERARY PERSONALS♥
To place a personal ad: send your ad (no
more than 350 characters, including spaces
and punctuation, plus 32 character headline) to: Lite Personals, PO Box 26162,
Baltimore, MD 21210. Enclose check for $10
payable to The Lite Circle, Inc. Fee includes postal forwarding. Include phone
no., fax no., or email address. No obscenities or sexual references. Lite reserves the
right to reject any ad copy it deems unsuitable for publication. Ads run for 2 months.

Penny’s
Hill

To reply to a personal ad: write to Lite
Personals, Code No. (listed at end of ad), at
above address. Your reply will be forwarded
to the advertiser.

A chapbook of poetry
by Hugh Burgess

SPRING ROMANCE

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW!
Send your check or money order for
$6.00 (includes postage
and handling) to:
Lite Circle Books/Penny’s Hill
P.O. Box 26162
Baltimore MD 21210
Info: www.litecircle.com/books.html
Order online!

SWM, 30’s ISO SWF, late 20’s-early 30’s,
n/s, nm with warmth, beauty, intelligence,
integrity, and creativity for possible LTR.
I’m 5’10”, br/br and I’ve been told I’m good
looking. I enjoy poetry, reading, exercise,
scintillating conversation, shared intimacies. Please write and show me the kind of
woman you are. Photo appreciated. Code
002.
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CALLING

ALL

WRITERS!

S T O P !
You are NOT ALLOWED to put down this magazine without reading about Lite’s 2001

Poetry & Short Fiction Contest
Winners in each category will receive the following prizes:

FIRST PRIZE: $75
SECOND PRIZE: $45
THIRD PRIZE: $15
All winners will be featured at a special Lite Circle reading and will have
their work published in Lite: Baltimore’s Literary Newspaper
All entries must be postmarked no later than December 31, 2002. Reading fee: $5.00 per story, $3.00 per poem, $10.00 for up to 6 poems. No limit on
submissions.Manuscripts should be typed, double-spaced, with cover sheet containing title (s) of work, along with author’s name, address, and telephone
number.The manuscript should include the title, but not the author’s name. Submissions on diskette OK (MS Word or WordPerfect preferred). Please include
short bio. Winners will be notified by March 31, 2003. Maximum story length 6,000 words. Maximum poem length 50 lines. Please mail entries to:

The Lite Circle Literary Contest
P.O. Box 26162
Baltimore, MD 21210
For more info, write us or email lite@toadmail.com .
Or visit our web site at: www.litecircle.com.

Happy Birthday to
“Dr. T” from your
friends Shadow, Spark,
Selene & Cuddles.
12
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Writing is a
Solitary Profession.
Life Doesn't Have to Be.
If you are interested in participating in a
new literary singles group, email
lite@toadmail.com.

Your Business
Card Here.

$20.

